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The Deepbridge Life Sciences 
Enterprise Investment Scheme
Product Summary

EISFunding advances in medical sciences



WELCOME___
The Life Sciences and healthcare sectors are broad, are growing and can offer investors 
significant growth potential.  Here in the UK, as a nation with a history of medical innovation, 
we have an ecosystem which empowers entrepreneurs, academics and medical practitioners to 
innovate.  This innovation is at the heart of what the Deepbridge Life Sciences EIS invests in.  

The term Life Sciences can cover a variety of sectors but in general we mean 
biopharmaceuticals, biotechnologies and medical technologies.  Within these, we could 
be looking at drug discovery, digital healthcare, diagnostics, medical devices, hardware 
applications or medical software.  

Deloitte, in their 2019 Global Life Sciences Outlook, state that global health care spending continues to increase dramatically and 
is projected to reach $10 trillion by 2022, with the worldwide spend on pharma predicted to reach $1.2 trillion and medtech sales to 
reach $595 billion by 2024. In the United States of America in 2017, healthcare spending equated to 17.9% of gross domestic product, 
and is forecast to increase to over 19% by 2027, according to a report published by Health Affairs in February 2019.  

Support for this innovation-focused life sciences sector in the UK is offered by the Government’s Enterprise Investment Scheme. 
Having been established over a quarter of a century ago, the Enterprise Investment Scheme has enabled over £20bn of private 
investment in to early stage UK businesses. The Scheme is world renowned with a 2017 report, commissioned by the EU, ranking 46 
such schemes from around the world and ranking the Enterprise Investment Scheme second in the world for best practice, ranked 
only behind its own younger sibling the Seed Enterprise Investment Scheme. UK investors are extremely fortunate to have access to 
such an initiative which enables them to access early-stage growth-focused investment opportunities, whilst offering potential tax 
reliefs as an incentive.

Utilising our team’s considerable commercial experience, at Deepbridge we believe in actively supporting early-stage companies; 
providing mentoring, funding and practical support to help companies optimise their potential. We fundamentally believe that 
this is what many growth companies require and, therefore, we hope that this provides our investors with the reassurance that 
their investments have the best possible chance of being successful. Investing in unquoted companies carries risk, but with the 
incentives provided by the Enterprise Investment Scheme and with the guidance of the Deepbridge team, we believe it has the 
potential for an extremely rewarding experience.

At Deepbridge, we work with highly innovative investee companies based around the globe, from Aberdeen to Australia and from 
Canterbury to California. The common traits these companies share include their focus on global growth, their fantastic founding 
teams, their intellectual property led innovations and their keen desire to be part of the UK’s tech economy. The Deepbridge Life 
Sciences EIS offers investors the opportunity to be a part of their journey, to support the technologies of tomorrow and to potentially 
benefit from their growth.

Thank you for choosing Deepbridge. We look forward to working with you.

Yours faithfully,

Dr Savvas Neophytou
Partner, Head of Life Sciences



OPPORTUNITY___
The Deepbridge Life Sciences EIS represents an opportunity for private investors to participate in a selected portfolio of healthcare 
innovation, whilst taking advantage of the tax benefits available under the Enterprise Investment Scheme. The Deepbridge Life 
Sciences EIS focuses principally, but not exclusively, on three sectors:
• Biopharmaceuticals
• Biotechnology
• Medical Technology.

The Deepbridge Life Sciences EIS is not an unregulated collective investment scheme.

INVESTMENT STRATEGY___
The Deepbridge Life Sciences EIS will only be invested in Investee Companies which propose to follow a conservative business 
model that is in line with the investment strategy of the Deepbridge EIS. In doing so, Deepbridge intends to appoint one or more 
of officers from Deepbridge to the board of each of the Investee Companies, once the decision to invest in each such company has 
been made.
Any decisions or actions required in relation to the investor’s rights and interests in the Investee Companies will be taken by the 
Manager, acting in its sole discretion. Deepbridge will provide monitoring services to each Investee Company, including appointing 
a director to the board to assist the Investee Company in delivering and monitoring adherence to, and compliance with, its 
business plan.

RISKS AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION___
This document is a financial promotion pursuant to section 21 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (the Act) relating to 
the communication of invitations or inducements to engage in investment activity, issued and approved by Enterprise Investment 
Partners LLP.

This document does not constitute, and may not be construed as, an offer or invitation to invest or make commitments pursuant to 
Section 21 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000. The information contained herein is subject to updating, amending and 
verification therefore you should not rely upon it for any purpose.

The underlying investments are both illiquid and high risk, it may be difficult to sell shares because of the lack of an existing market. 
Investments are not suitable for all investors and investors should not consider investing unless they can afford the full loss of 
their investment. 

Any investment in a Deepbridge proposition will be made solely on the basis of the final version of the respective information 
memorandum and the customer agreements. Please be aware that past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. 
The value of investments may go down as well as up and you could lose all or any of the amounts you originally invested.

This document is provided for information purposes only and does not constitute investment, legal, tax or other advice. In particular, 
any tax reliefs referred to in this document are for information purposes only and based on our interpretation of current law. The 
application and value of potential tax reliefs depends upon individual circumstances of each person, maybe subject to change in the 
future as a result of subsequent changes in law and therefore cannot be guaranteed. Prospective investors should take appropriate 
professional advice (including legal, financial and tax advice) before making any investment decision, no reliance should be placed on 
any information contained in this document, whether for investment purposes or otherwise and any decisions or actions taken based 
on such information is the responsibility of the person taking that action or decision.



CLIENT TYPE
RETAIL & 

PROFESSIONAL

SECTOR 
LIFE SCIENCES

MAXIMUM RAISE
UNCAPPED

TARGET TIMESCALE
A MINIMUM 

OF 4 – 5 YEARS

KEY TAX BENEFITS___
Investors can, depending on their individual circumstances, enjoy the tax benefits available under the Enterprise Investment 
Scheme. The following is a general summary of the main tax advantages that may be available to an Investor under the Enterprise 
Investment Scheme in respect of an investment made in an Investee Company during this tax year.
• 30% UPFRONT INCOME TAX: Up to a maximum individual investment of £2m per tax year, subject to at least £1m being 

invested in Knowledge Intensive Companies.
•  CAPITAL GAINS TAX: Deferral of unlimited gains on the sale of any assets if an EIS investment made within one year before or 

three years after the date of the disposal of the assets which give rise to a gain.
•  NO CAPITAL GAINS TAX on the disposal of shares which have been held for at least three years in EIS Qualifying Companies.
•  100% INHERITANCE TAX exemption after EIS qualifying investment has been held for at least two years. Please note that 

HMRC will only assess whether your investment is Business Relief qualifying, and therefore eligible for 100% Inheritance Tax 
exemption, upon death and not at the time that the investment is made. Therefore, legislation at the time of death will be the 
basis for assessment for Business Relief eligibility.

•  INCOME TAX CARRY-BACK RELIEF: Investors can claim income tax relief for the tax year in which they invest in the underlying 
companies, as well as the year immediately preceding the investment, provided that the investor has not used any of the previous 
year’s allowance. This enables the investor to claim tax relief in the period(s) most advantageous to them.

•  LOSS RELIEF providing total tax relief of up to 61.5% for a 45% tax payer.
The above tax advantages can only be claimed when the Investors funds have been deployed into a company, rather than when 
an Investor makes an initial subscription to the Deepbridge Life Sciences EIS. However, as investment monies will be deployed as 
soon as possible, claims will be effected at the earliest opportunity. There is no limit to the amount of gains that can be deferred for 
CGT purposes. 

Please note, the availability of tax reliefs depends on the companies invested in maintaining their qualifying status. 
The terms of the Enterprise Investment Scheme may change and the benefits available today may not be available in the 
future. The above does not constitute tax advice to any person; it is recommended that investors should seek personal 
advice from a qualified professional adviser. The examples in this section are set out for illustrative purposes only. The tax 
treatment depends on the individual circumstance of each Investor and may be subject to change in future. They are not, 
and should not be construed as, forecasts or projections of the likely performance of the Fund. 

MINIMUM 
INVESTMENT

£10,000

COMPLIANCE STATUS 
ALTERNATIVE 

INVESTMENT FUND

DEPLOYMENT
USUALLY 
MONTHLY

HMRC
ADVANCE 

ASSURANCE*

CLOSING DATE
EVERGREEN

TARGET RETURN
170P FOR EVERY 
100P INVESTED

INVESTMENT DETAILS___
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INVESTMENT CRITERIA___
Deepbridge prepares and reviews the investment opportunities it sources from its wide dealflow network. Deepbridge seeks 
investment opportunities that exhibit the following qualities:
•  A focus on life sciences and medical device technology
•  Significant market potential with clear need and market growth
•  Provide a solution to a recognised clinical or healthcare need
•  Innovation-driven products that have the potential to create new market segments or displace current technologies
• Medical technology businesses with a clear and realistic path to commercialization
•  Robust intellectual property which may provide patented or patentable IP protection
•  Experienced, passionate and energetic founding team 
•  Clear exit strategy to be implemented within a minimum of 4 – 5 years with alignment of interests with our stakeholders.

Deepbridge will take an active executive role on the Board of the Investee Companies to utilise the strengths and commercial 
experience that the Deepbridge team possess in order to accelerate the growth of the investee company.

DEEPBRIDGE CHARGES___
The Deepbridge Life Sciences EIS is a manager fee-free EIS opportunity at the point of investment for subscriptions received by a 
financial adviser. Investors are therefore not charged any manager fees at the point of investment, if subscriptions are received via 
a financial adviser. Upfront and ongoing manager fees are paid by the Investee Companies: this advantage allows investors to enjoy 
up to 100% of EIS tax benefits and to have up to 100% of their investment actually put to work earning investment returns. Please 
note that, in line with the Retail Distribution Review, Deepbridge can facilitate financial adviser fees: this may result in a deduction 
from your subscription prior to the deployment of funds.

Performance incentive fee: an incentive fee of 20% of cash returned, in excess of 120% of the funds invested. Please refer to cost 
and fees section in the Information Memorandum for full details.

EXAMPLE PORTFOLIO COMPANIES___

Zilico Ltd has developed an innovative 
cancer diagnostic device technology 
that employs Electrical Impedance 
Spectroscopy within a device that seeks 
to improve and extend current cancer 
screening programmes, by providing 
accurate and objective results in real-time. 

The Company’s device, called ZedScan, 
examines the electrical resistance 
properties of human tissues, through 
the measurement and interpretation 
of electrical resistance of that tissue 
and then provides an objective method 
to differentiate between normal, 
pre-cancerous, and cancerous cells.

Pacla Medical Ltd is a healthcare device 
company developing a new generation 
robotic physiotherapy device (‘Robo-
Physio’) which aims to improve the 
symptoms of Multiple Sclerosis (MS), 
chronic back pain and other conditions.

The device aims to allow treatment in 
the home to support self-management 
for patients without a professional 
practitioner being present. The Company 
is initially targeting MS and chronic back 
pain sufferers, but the Company also 
believes that the device has the potential 
to benefit patients with other conditions 
such as Parkinson’s Disease. 

Liverpool ChiroChem Ltd operates 
in the supply chain of pharmaceutical 
research and development, supplying 
specialist chemical building blocks that 
enable laboratory-based researchers to 
discover and build new drug molecules.

The Company has developed an 
innovative production process to 
manufacture its own proprietary 
chemical compounds for sale, and 
therefore is able to provide researchers 
with small volumes of high-value 
chemicals that are currently of 
high interest but frequently beyond 
financial reach of resource-constrained 
research programmes.
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Date of Publication 20/09/19

Deepbridge Advisers Limited
Deepbridge House 
Honeycomb East 
Chester Business Park 
Chester 
CH4 9QN

Tel: +44 (0) 1244 746000
Email: info@deepbridgecapital.com
www.deepbridgecapital.com

Deepbridge Advisers Limited (FRN: 609786) is registered in England & Wales, Company No. 08614835. Registered Office: Deepbridge 
House, Honeycomb East, Chester Business Park, Chester CH4 9QN. Deepbridge Advisers Limited is an Appointed Representative of 
Enterprise Investment Partners LLP which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN: 604439). Deepbridge 
Advisers Limited is a subsidiary of Deepbridge Capital LLP, a limited liability partnership registered in England & Wales, No. OC356449. 
In relation to regulated business for retail clients Deepbridge is an Appointed Representative (FRN: 609786) of Enterprise Investment 
Partners LLP (“EIP” or the “Manager”) which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (‘FCA”) (FRN:604439). 
This document does not constitute a prospectus as defined by the Prospectus Regulations 2005 (the “Regulations”).


